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'(Note to editor: The following poem waa Panted 
in part in packet #307. Tie are new reprinting it 

unabridged) 

U.S. BOMBS 

A poem by Xuan Thuy 3 chief North Vietnamese 
negotiator to the Paris Peace Talks. 

The way down 

From Thanh Hoa to the front line 
Bomb craters 

Here and there, on both sides 
Bombs 

That destroyed the rice-fields 
That dug up the irrigation canals 
That razed the villages 
That blew away streets 
That slaughtered the old 
That burnt the children 

But along the road we take, life 
Keeps its eternal smile 

When people 

Know how to be masters of themselves 

They resolve to fight 

And have no fear of bombs and shells 

Look 

Our people 

Of Ham Rong and Nam Ngan 
of Ben Thuy and Ky Anh 
Of Quang Nmg and Quang Tr&ch 
Of Vinh Son and Vinh Giang 
They faced the bombs 
They made them explode 
They ignored the risk 
They rushed to the bombs 
To defuse them 

On the ground, in the sky 
They never relax the fight 
Surround and capture them, pilots 
Throughout -the seasons 
Spring, summer, autumn, winter 
U.S. planes 

Are there for people to count wreckages 
How delightful it is, today 

Blue sky, look at the flying silver -winged birds 

Far spreading seas teaming with brown sails 

Hills and mounts, green with grass 

From dead trees new buds appear 

One bridge broken, how many others built 

One road cut, hundreds of others open 

Waste lands see new schools and hamlets 

And laughs and songs resound on the communal fields 

Drive on, you 

Let ferries be busy agains 
And hear young brigades 
Sing on the tops of mountains 


In Quang Binh Vinh Linh 

The bombs standing in rows, in rows 

Like soldiers at attention 

On their breasts are 

Slogans of emulation 

Written in lime- ink bright in sunlight 
"Determined to win over the U.S. aggressors" 
"Determined to produce ahead of schedule" 

Further, lets go further 
Things will sound better 
Bombs will make 

Platforms for you to wash your feet 
Troughs for you to feed the pigs 
Bells for you to tell the working time 
Alarms for you to call those fighters 
Against U.S, 

Now we know 

Mother bombs, baby bombs 
Guided bombs, magnetic bombs 
None of them will be left untamed 
Whenever they touch Vietnam, our land 

Whose voice was it, resounding so high? 

That's the song of the militia girl 
On duty. 
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THE ONLY PATH 

I asked him: "Your father?” 

-- "They shot him.” 

I asked him: "Your mother?” 

-- "They stuck her.” 

I asked him: "Your wife?” 

-- "Bombed to pulp, 

With our baby in her womb." 

1 asked him: "Your house?" 

-- "They set fire to it." 

I asked him: "Your village?" 

--"Devastated and desolate. 

Bereft of its inhabitants 
Herded m strategic hamlets." 

I asked him: "Wither?" 

Then he dried his tears 
And burst out laughing: 

-- "The only path to take, 

That of my whole people: 

Wipe out the foe." 

by Le Tan Loi 

This poem ts taken from South Vietnam in 
Struggle* the official publication of the Na- 
tional Liberation Front of South Vietnam . 

- 60 - 
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THE DEMISE OF SEXISM BEGINS 

On January 24, 1970 an all-women’s col- 
lective took over The Rat, a previously, male- 
dominated underground paper. 

HAPPl BIRTHDAY! 


Where are the bomb craters now 
They've been turned 
Into wells 

Into lotus flowers' lakes 
Into fish-rearing ponds 

Further, let's go further 
To see how strange it looks 
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RADICAL MEDIA BULLETIN BOARD --AN INTERNAL NEWSLETTER FOR THE SUBSCRIBERS OF LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE 


FROM: Off Our Backs 

Our address is P.O, Box 4859 

Cleveland Park Station 
Washington, D,C. 20008 

Please make corrections m all publications. 

*********************** ********** * * * * k * * * A k * A * ■* * k * k 

FROM: Eyewitness 

Our new address is 23 Woodland 

San Francisco, Ca. 94117 

********************* ** **************** **«*-*«***** 

FROM: The Ladder, P.0> Box 5025, Washington Sta- 

tion, Reno, Nevada 89503 

Dear Women: 

During its first thirteen plus years, the 
Ladder was this count ry's only lesbian magazine. 

Beginning with the August/ September 1970 is- 
sue, the Ladder was expanded (very necessarily we 
feel) to include all women in the continuing bat- 
tle for our human rights. 

Being poor, as seemingly all all-women en- 
terprises are, we have no way of reaching you 
except by this form letter and our occasional good 
fortune in obtaining a free ad in a sister publi- 
cation , 

We need more of you as subscribers or the 
magazine will simply no longer be published, 
knowing that most of you reading this letter will 
probably not have seen the Ladder, and hardly ex- 
pecting you to pay $7.50 for a subscription to a 
magazine with which you aren't familiar, we are 
asking you to invest $1 in a sample issue. 

Without intentional vanity, we know that the 
48 tightly packed pages of quality non-fiction, 
fiction, poetry, book reviews and world-wide news 
coverage, is our best possible advertisement. 

********************* k * + * » * * *** **#**9r**«r4r*** ******* 

FROM: The Fifth Estate 

Our new address is 4403 2nd Ave » 

Detroit, Mich. 48201 

Our telephone number is the same: (313) 

831-6800, 

************************** **'**■#********■*** ********* 

FROM: The Crystal City News, 120 W. Merry St,, 

Bowling Green, Ohio 43402 

The New Movement Collective is publishing 
a new, bi-weekly community paper in northwest 
Ohio. They'd like to exchange subscriptions 
with anyone in the Ohio-Michigan area. 

)>***#**lll*il*****#»H«***'»*»*»** ****** ****** * * * * Jr * * * * 

FROM: Free Press of Louisville, 1438 S 1st St., 

Louisville, Kentucky 40208 

HELP1 The Free Press of Louisville needs 
staff members --about eight. We especially need 
artists, photographers, and somebody with enough 
knowledge of accounting to keep books We f re in 


the process of incorporating as a non-profit 
group, and desperately need staff to help put 
the paper together- If you are thinking of drop- 
ping out, or if the paper you may have been with 
has succumbed, think about working for us. 

Until we can pull our shit back together 
things may be a little sparse--about all we can 
guarantee is a place to live and food on the 
table, and may be cigarette money if we can stay 
above the waterline - 

The Free Press is an underground paper de- 
voted t:o getting the news of the radical/hip- 
cultural world out to the People. Any profits 
made above and beyond the cost of maintaining the 
paper go toward community projects. Eventually, 
we hope to be set up firmly enough to provide 
employment-training facilities for the People. If 
you have any questions about where we're at on 
other things, write us or stop by if you pass 
through Louisville, Right now our staff is com- 
prised of three people--dig? 

kk*kk**-***k * * * * * ********************************* 

FROM: Vietnam Veterans Against the War, c/o 

Larry Rottman, General Delivery, Corrales, 
New Mexico, 87048, Phone (505) 898-5567 


The VVA.W has undertaken the project of pre- 
paring a boo.k containing material submitted solely 
by former and active duty combat vets. It will 
probably contain poetry, essays, short stories, 
letters, and ^political cartoons. 

The book will be edited by Larry Rottman, a 
Vietnam vet and former Army officer who is the 
author of The . ?5th Infantry Division in Vietnam 
and a contrlbut or to The Indochina Story , 

We are continuing to collect and assemble 
material, but we' need your help in order to fi- 
nance supplies, xeroxing, postage, and our big- 
gest expense, an electric typewriter on which to 
prepare the manuscript. Any assistance you can 
give either in contributions or in helping us con- 
tact other veterans will be greatly appreciated. 

Please make checks payable to: Vietnam Veterans 

Against the War and send to the above address. 

******* *********** *• •****•# ****** ****************** 

A professor at Temple University has compiled 
a survey of Books on U.S war crimes in Indochina. 

His survey includes summaries of major works, a 
bibliography of earl.ier works, a summary of facts 
about casualties, refugees and devastation. [See 
Packet #308] and a summary of international con- 
ventions which officially sanctioned US. military 
practics are violating. He will recommend knowled- 
geable writers for reviews or for long articles 
on this information Wi ite to: 

Dr Mark Sacharoff 
Temple University 
College of Liberal Arts 
English Dept. 

Phi la . , Pa. 19122 

************ * * * * * » A ***** * * * * * * ****** * * * -* *********** 


Dear Friend.: 
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RADICAL MEDIA BULLETIN BO ARD -- AN INTERNAL NEWSLETTER FOR THE SUBSCRIBERS OF LIBERAT ION NEWS SERVICE 


FROM: PM c/o Bill McCauslin 

472 W. Jefferson, #210 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

PM is a new pamphlet series from Florida. 

We’re fairly new. So far our most significant 
accomplishment has been the publication of a 
bibliography of Women's Liberation literature, 

PM #2. Right now we have outstanding orders for 
nearly 1,000 copies, so we're doing a 50,000 copy 
run of a larger edition. It will be ready by the 
end of January and will sell for 10^ or two 
stamps per single issue. Bulk issues are 5<£ each. 
Ten copies or more constitute bulk. 

Other PM 's are PM #1: the Venceremos Brigade 
and People's Therapy (?, Ins) and PM #5 a critique 
of the contemporary movement by a post-scarcity 
anarchist, and whatever your political persuasion 
you should find it interesting. 

We are planning issues on ecology and ideol- 
ogy, the Red Power movement, the anti-war G.I. 
movement and People's Science. If you are in- 
terested in any of these and have info or advice 
to give, please do. 

Please tell people about us. Send us ad- 
dresses of movement bookstores, we're compiling 
a directory of movment bookstores and presses. 

Bulk Rates for "Listen, Marxist!", PM #5 
10-50 30* each 

over 50 25* each 

************************************************* 

FROM: D.C. Switchboard, 1724 20th St., N.W., 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

Dear Friends: 

We would like to have you send to all your 
subscribers a list of all switchboards to print 
in a pre-spring issue. I feel that most people 
who are constantly traveling would benefit 
greatly from a list such as this becuase they 
could be better informed as to where to find 
crashes' free food and clothes > temporary jobs, 
rides and other valuable resources. 

There are at least seven or eight switch- 
boards in most states with about thirty or more 
in California. These public services usually 
give accurate information about hitchiking con- 
ditions in their local areas as well as where 
their community consciousness is. We are enclos- 
ing some very helpful sources for accurate ad- 
dresses. Feel free to correspond with us. 

Haight -Ashbury Switchboard 
1826 Fell St. 

San Francisco, Cal. 94117 
(415) 387-7000 

Free City Exchange 
2261 N. Lincoln Ave . 

Chicago, 111. 60612 

(312) 218-7197 

Project Place 
37 Rutland St. 

Boston, Mass. 


Ann Arbor Network 
330 Maynard St . , South 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 48108 
(313) 831-2770 

Youth Emergency Service 
1423 Washington Ave. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 55404 
(612) 338-7588 

Alternate University 
530 6th Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 10014 
(212) 989-0720 

Mid-town Alliance Community Center 
1013 Peachtree St., N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 
(404) 892-2492 

Head's Inn 

541 1/2 Dumanesque St. 

New Orleans, La. 

(504) 523-8773 

******* ** ****************** ***** ***************** 
Dear INS subscribers, 

LNS has recently received a 33 page, hope- 
fully, up-to-date directory of Hotlines, Switch- 
boards and related services. 

It was put together by: 

Daniel Dorman 

Community Liaison 

Division of Adolescent Medicine 

Childrens Hospital of Los Angeles 

4650 Sunset Blvd. 

Los Angeles, Cal. 90027 

He’ll be happy to send you a copy. A do- 
nation would be appreciated. The directory can 
be reproduced by the underground press and will 
be useful in following through on the D.C. Switch- 
board’s suggestion. 

************************************************** 

MAINE RESIDENTS ORGANIZE 
AGAINST COASTAL OIL POLLUTION 

LIBERATION News Service 

PORTLAND, Maine (LNS) --South Portland resi- 
dents recently pressured the city council into 
banning an oil desulphurization refinery from that 
city. The refinery would have dumped 41 tons of 
poisonous sulfur dixoide a day into the air, and 
would have used 35% of Portland's drinking water 
supply for its operation. 

Now, over 20,000 coastal residents have formed 
a coalition to campaign against the proposed state- 
wide coastal installation of oil refineries, a 
super tanker and off-shore drilling. The co- 
alition includes fishing industry workers, biolo- 
gists, conservationists and members of the clergy. 


-30- 
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NYC LAUNCHES LEAD BALLOON 


by Constance Bloomfield 
Health-Pac/LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- The City has started under- 
cutting the Bureau of Lead Poisoning Control , 
which just opened its doors amid great publicity 
in July, 1970. Then it was called a "massive lead 
poisoning detection" program. Now its staff of 90 
has been cut to 66, 

The Bureau was created following pressure from 
the Young Lords Party and other community groups. 

The Lords did door-to-door testing m the Puerto 
Rican ghetto, El Barrio, and publicized their 
findings: thousands of New York children are 
suffering from lead poisoning, which can cause 
brain damage and death. The poison comes from the 
paint that chips from tenement walls, ceilings 
and fixtures . 

The Bureau has never approached the lead 
problem with a comprehensive process for detection 
and prevention. Apartments are inspected only after 
a child is found to be poisoned, even though it 
is common knowledge that thousands of children 
are walking around with undetected poisoning and 
that thousands of apartments are harboring lead. 

When lead is found in the apartment of a 
poisoned child, only that apartment can be fixed 
up. Inspectors may not test the other units in 
the building, nor is the landlord required to 
remedy the other apartments, even though common 
sense indicates that if one apartment is leaded, 
they all are. 

The workers at the Bureau complain that they 
are forced to produce "cases" for their superiors, 

A "case" is an apartment with detected lead -- in 
most instances, the inspectors need take only one 
sample to report a case. However, the landlord is 
required to fix only that surface where the sample 
was found, even though the rest of the apartment 
may be riddled with lead. Those inspectors who 
conscientiously take samples all over the apartment 
and in 'the ''hallways are hassled because they aren't 
producing enough "cases," 

The program does not even approach the lead 
problem on a sound medical basis. In New York 
City, a child with 0.06 milligrams percent lead 
in the bloodstream is considered to be poisoned. 
Other cities have adopted the standard of 0.04 
milligrams percent which has been suggested by the 
U.S. Surgeon General as sufficient indication of 
lead poisoning. Authorities estimate that New York 
City's figure eliminates at least half of the lead- 
poisoned children in the City from treatment. 

Workers in the Bureau claim that the lead 
detection equipment they must use is too heavy, 
cannot give on-the-spot analyses of the presence 
of lead; it cannot be tilted; it cannot be used on 
ceilings (the source of many lead paint chips), 
and cannot be used on metal surfaces. All [lousing 
Authority units built prior to 1959 have leaded 
metal surfaces, including window sills, banister, 
and door frames which have obvious appeal to little 
children who like to chew on things. 

The City ordered these machines (at approxi- 


mately $5,400 each) from a company which had no 
experience with this kind of equipment, despite the 
fact that better and cheaper machines already 
existed. The workers have petitioned the administra- 
tion for better and cheaper equipment, but they have 
received no response* 

-30- 

*************************************************** 
NORTH VIETNAM CITES ESCALATION OF THE WAR 
LIBERATION News Service 

PARIS (LNS) -- The Nixon administration has 
"multiplied its threats" against North Vietnam in 
recent months, charged Hanoi press spokesman Nguyen 
Thanh Le here, January 7. 

U.S reconnaissance and other planes violated. 
North Vietnamese air space 2,6000 times during 
December, compared with 1,660 violations in November, 
Le said. He reported that U.S. planes attacked 
North Vietnam 204 times in December. Among these 
attacks were 47 raids by B-56 bombers in one region 
alone, as compared with a total of 137 B-52 raids 
on all of North Vietnam during the first 10 months 
of 1970. 

Le also charged U.S. warships with entering 
North Vietnamese territorial waters on Nov. 26 
near Day in Namha Province, and on Dec. 21 near 
Quynhnap and Quynhluu in Nghean Province . 

Le said that Defense Secretary Melvin Laird, 
currently on a trip to Saigon, was carrying with 
him plans for new "acts of war and aggression" 
against the North, He noted that two previous trips 
by Laird to SOuth Vietnam -- at the beginning of 
1969 and in February 1970 -- had led to Vietnamiza- 
tion and the extension of the war into Cambodia. 

--30-- 

*************** ********** ************************** 

The following is taken from The Mountain Eagle 3 
a paper from southern Kentucky . It was written 
after the l mine explosion which killed 38 men . 

Hyden, December 30, 1970 

Grief drips off 
snow covered trees 
in Leslie County-- 
flows down mountain ridges, 
down brown stem roses dead. 

The cruel mountains, 

the rough mountains 

sing their wreathed songs 

to thirty-eight men in a mine 

brought from the earth by machinery whine. 

Death comes wrapped in blankets 

out black holes of timbered coal, 

death comes quickly 

and tears away the soul 

and leaves stunned stoic stares 

on both the living 

and the dead. 

James B. Goode 
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. WHO SAYS THAT WATER IS WEAK? • 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE WOMEN DEMAND PEACE 

LIB ihkim $ews Service 

(Editor* 8 note .• The following is taken from 
South Vietnam in Struggle * the official newspaper 
of the NLF 0 It was translated from the Vietnam- 
ese of an article in a Saigon paper Dai Dan Toe 
( Great Nation) . ) 

Whether they attend the Gia Long. Le Van 
Duyet, Hung Dao, Due Tn oi the Nguyen Ba Tong 
school, whether they are in Saigon, Hue., Da Nang t 
Dalat or Can Tho, the South Viet Nam school and 
college girls are first and foremost daughters 
of Viet Nam* 

Together with the rest of their people, the 
Vietnamese school girls share the mourning be- 
fallen their nation, they add their voices to 
those demanding peace, and the right to live Q 

In each of their hearts a fire is burning. 
"We 1 re not afraid of tear grenades, we* re not 
afraid of bludgeons, of rockets, of imprisonment 
and torture, we* re not even afraid of death pro- 
vided we die for peace * 

People usually call them the fair sex, and 
compare their feebleness to water G Don't take 
offence too early „ Who says that water is weak 0 
It is for us an honour to be likened to water # . 
for water corrodes stone in the long run and 
puts out fires. We girls too, despite our frail 
appearance, are endowed with a supernatural 
strength. 

Never did the Vietnamese school and college 
girls need so much strength as today, for never 
did the Vietnamese people experience such great 
a scourge as today 0 

However the popular aspiration for peace 
not only is not complied with but even slandered 
and suppressed. We school and college girls do 
know what we want when we claim the most ele- 
mentary rights to liven We have had our eyes 
opened by the ugly scenes in the streets and at 
the same time the wretchedness of the slums „ 

We are familiar with sights of Vietnamese women 
walking at the side of foreigners with half-blood 
children., We hear maudlin or lewd s ongs. We 
are taught that the foreigners who invest money 
in the country are friends and benefactors where - 
as our bare-footed countrymen axe suspects and 
foes. We learn to iike wealthy beautiful dresses 
and jewels rather than 1 about. Ail that may 
alienate us, put us completely out of touch with 
our country and turn us into monsters in human 
shape, devoid of any human dignity 

In the meantime, our famines and fellow 
countrymen are crushed under the weight of in- 
justice, heavy taxes, corruption and abuse of 
power. The case of the two women raped to 
death by GIs at Binh Tuy has been a common 
occurrence all over the South - it hurts the 
dignity and endangers the lives of women 

The school and college girl who rises up 
to fight for the right to live and for an end 
to the war has taken a stand in the world as 
she sides not with the haves* and the exploiters, 
but with the have-nots, the people. - 30 - 
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A Vi SI I TO NEW HAVEN AND A SMALL REVOLT 
by Nina 

LIBERATION News Service 

"Don't iet ihzse silly f.^ cists pluck at 
your- nerves... Smile > and know that they are 
s 2 d : and completely void of the love that 
people like you possess." — Ericka Huggins 

NEW HAVEN; Conn. (INS) -- Ericka knew there 
wouid be a lot of us waiting to get into the trial 
that day — someone had managed to tell her that 
we • d be there 0 But we didn' t know she knew. It 
was January 8, the 59th day of a jury selection 
that may become one of the longest in history. 

Every day Ericka emerges with her lawyer, 
Catherine Roraback, from a second floor double- 
doored room in New Haven's marble courthouse. For 
about five seconds, the people waiting to get in, 
can see her on the balcony before she is taken into 
the courtroom. There she sits at the defense table 
with co-defendant Bobby Seale, watching a long train 
of prospective jurors go up to the stand ~~ most 
of them come down again , unchosen , Out of 600 candi- 
dates. only 5 jurors have so far been picked. It B s 
not easy to find 12 ''impartial" jurors that both 
the defense and the prosecution can agree upon. 

1 was waiting m line when the double doors 
opened. It was one of the few days since the trial 
began that there were going to be too many people 
to fit into the courtroom, which only seats 29 
spectators. We were on our feet suddenly as Ericka 
came out the door. In the five seconds we had, I 
was struck by the image of a very bright, warm 
face, a cloud of black hair; the way she smiled 
when she saw all of us reminded me, in the confusion, 
like the sun coming up, I raised my fist to her. 

Then she disappeared into the courtroom. 

When Ericka testified about prison conditions 
(in a suit she and Bobby brought against the State 
of Ccnnec ticut ) s . she described a headband she had 
made [for Rose Smith; a fellow defendant) -- she 
had engraved the word REVOLT on it. Prison author- 
ities soon confiscated it as "dangerous 0 n We 
women who hadn't fit into the courtroom made head- 
bands of yellow construction paper with the word 
REVOLT in black magic marker, and prepared for 
Ericka's exit from the court. 

Court let out for the day at one o* clock. We 
were gathered right outside. In the driveway of 
the courthouse, a new maroon automobile was wait- 
ing, A man in a slick black suit was rapidly pump- 
ing the accelerator. Two or three other state po- 
lice . similarly dressed waited next to the car to 
guard there two charges all the way back to their 
respective prisons. 

Bobby was the first to come out. There hasn't 
been ma:h popular support in visible form for a 
long time in New Haven, since the trial of Lonnie 
McLucas ended (with his IS year conviction) and the 
tricti of Lricka and Bobby began<, Perhaps the two 
Panthers now on trial for their li^es became, 
through a long process of transmutation an ideo- 
logical abstraction to people in the movement. One 
visit tc the courtroom or a one -minute confronta- 
tion with the laces of Bobby Seale and Ericka 
Huggins changes that. 

Bobby was startled to see us -- about three 
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dozen women wearing headbands 0 The guards quickly 
put him into the car 0 The cop at the wheel pumped 
the car furiously. The exhaust was speeding out 
the tailpipe. 

Cops told us to get the hell across the 
street. But first Bobby saw our fists, and heard 
3s much noise as we could get out. His face 
Hooked very beautiful as he was rushed off in the 
b.ack seat of the car. We saw him raise his hands 
as high as he could, and keep them there, strain- 
iing against the hand-cuffs, two fists ; two fists 
up as long as he could still see us. The car 
disappeared with its prisoner in it. 

There was a fifteen minute break, while 
guards tried to decide which driveway to sneak 
Ericka out of, so that she couldn’t see us. We 
stationed people at the other driveway, too ; just 
to make sure. 

We were across the street now, still wearing 
our headbands. Ericka appeared and saw us. The 
men pushed her into the car with still another 
black- suited policeman in the driver’s seat. We 
ran out into the street as soon as the car began 
to pull out. With a roar, the car began to dash 
away, but not before we saw her and she saw us. 
Ericka, wearing a coat which swallowed her up, 
had that incredible smile on her face. We hollered 
war-whoops and ran as fast behind the car as we 
could, ignoring the lethargic mid-day traffic. 

Ericka turned around to look back at us„ We 
could see the stiff backs of the men seated be- 
side her in the car. She rides every day to the 
courthouse from the prison and to the prison from 
tpe courthouse, two hours a day with them and only 
half a minute with us. She kept her head turned 
sharply back as long as we were in sight. 

i It was easy to cry then, as the exhaust fumes 
slowly disappeared into the crusts of snow and 
ice that are left from the last snow that fell in 
New Haven, We took our headbands off, and then we 
looked at each other and put them back on. A 
plainclothes cop saw one headband rolling across 
the street towards him. He sneered and stepped on 
it. 

It was just one day of the trial, and a small 
revolt. But we* 11 be back again,. As the trial 
drags on through the winter and into the spring, 
we* 11 be back. 
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WEST VIRGINIA LEADS IN VIETNAM DEAIH RATE 
LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D.Co (LNS) -- West Virginia is 
a very poor state. Statistics prove it.: number 49 
among the states in rate of economic growth, it 
leads the nation in per capita Vietnam deaths. 

As with Blacks, Chicanos and Puerto Ricans, 
Appalachian poor whites die a lot more than middle- 
class white boys. When the last state-by * state list 
of war dead was released by the Defense Depart- 
ment, 25 West Virginians per 100,000 population 
had been killed, compared with 1? per 100,000 na 
tionally. In other words. West Virginians 7 Vietnam 
death rate is over 50 percent higher than the na- 
tion’s average. -30- 
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[Note to editors: the fol lowing A1 len Ginsberg , 
poem recalling Walt Whitman popped up in the 
Detroit Gay Liberator just a little while after we 
ran an article on Whitman in packet #307. The two 
things might go well together. They -re alright on 
their own too.] 

A SUPERMARKET IN CALIFORNIA 

by Allen Ginsberg 

LIBERATION News Service 

What thoughts I have of you tonight, Walt 
Whitman, for I walked down the sidestreets under the 
trees with a headache self-conscious looking at the 
full moon. 

In my hungry fatigue, and shopping for images, 

I went into the neon fruit supermarket, dreaming of 
your enumerations* i 

What peaches and what penumbras! Whole families 
shopping at night 3 . Aisles full of husbands^ Wives 
in the avocados, babies in the tomatoes’. -- and 
you, Garcia Lorca,- what were you doing down by the 
watermelons? 

I saw you, Walt Whitman, childless, lonely 
old grubber* poking among the meats in the refriger- 
ator and eyeing the grocery boys. 

I heard you asking questions of each; Who killed 
the pork chops? What price bananas? Are you my 
Angel? 

I wandered in and out of the brilliant stacks 
of cans following you, and followed in my imagina- 
tion by the store detective. 

We strode down the open corridors together in 
our solitary fancy tasting artichokes, possessing 
every frozen delicacy, and never passing the cashier. 

Where are we going, Walt Whitman? The doors 
close in an hour. Which way does your beard point 
tonight? 

(I touch your book and dream of our odyssey 
in the supermarket and feel absurd.) 

Will we walk all night through solitary streets? 
The trees add shade to shade, lights out in the 
houses, we’ll both be lonely. 

Will we stroll dreaming of the lost America 
of love past blue automobiles in driveways, home to 
our silent cottage? 

Ah, dear father, graybeard, lonely old courage- 
teacher, what America did you have when Charon quit 
poling his ferry and you got out on a smoking bank 
and stood watching the boat disappear on the black 
waters of Lethe? 

— 30 — 

rtTttrtf pTT-ftTf +W T +t + T + T + tr* , i , +TTHftt f + + 

A MINER SPEAKS 

’’A miner's already got one foot in the grave 
and the other's about to slide in. But they 
won't pay you nothing even when you lose your job 
for being half dead." 

--George Archer, a miner from Horse 
Creek, Kentucky^ who has waited for over a year 
for compensation after he contacted "black lung" 
from years of working m the mine. 

-30- 


LIBERATION News Service (" 308 ) Jan. 13. 1971 


more. . . 


ON LYNCHING 

by Ho Chi Minh 
LIBERATION News Service 

[Editor's note: The following is one of 

several article written by Ho Chi Minh against 
white supremacy in the U.S, It first appeared 
in a 1924 issue of La Correspondence Internation- 
ale.] 

It is well known that the black race is the 
most oppressed and most exploited of the human 
family. It is well known that the spread of 
capitalism and the discovery of the New World 
had as an immediate result the rebirth of slavery 
which was, for centuries, a scourge for the Negroes 
and a bitter disgrace for mankind. (sic) What 
everyone does not perhaps know, is that after 65 
years of so-called emancipation, American Negroes 
still endure atrocious moral and material suffer- 
ings, of which the most cruel and horrible is the 
custom of lynching. 

The word lynching comes from Lynch. Lynch 
was the name of a planter in Virginia, a landlord 
and judge. Availing himself of the troubles of 
the War of Indpendence he took the control of the 
whole district into his hands . He inflicted the 
most savage punishment, without trial or process 
of law. Thanks to the slave-traders, the Ku Klux 
Klan and other secret societies, the illegal and 
barbarous practice of lynching is spreading and 
continuing widely in the states of the American 
Union. It has become more inhuman since the 
emancipation of the Blacks, and is especially 
directed at the latter. 

Imagine a furious horde. Fists clenched, eyes 
bloodshot, mouths foaming, yells, insults, 
curese. . . .This horde is transported with the wild 
delight of a crime to be committed without risk. 
They are armed with sticks, torches, revolvers, 
ropes, knives, scissors, vitriol, daggers, in a 
word with all that can be used to kill or wound. 

Imagine in this human sea a flotsam of black 
flesh pushed about, beaten, trampled underfoot, 
tom, slashed, insulted, tossed hither and thither, 
bloodstained, dead. 

The horde are the lynchers. The human rag is 
the Black, the victim. 

In a wave of hatred and bestiality, the 
lynchers drag the Black to a wood or a public 
place. They tie him to a tree, pour kerosene 
over him, cover him with inflammable material. 
While waiting for the fire to be kindled, they 
smash his teeth, one by one Then they gouge 
out his eyes Little tufts of crinkly hair are 
tom from his head, carrying away with them bits 
of skin, baring a bloody skull. Little pieces 
of flesh come off his body, already contused 
from the blows. 

The Black can no longer shout: his tongue 
has been swollen by a red hot iron His whole 

body ripples, trembling, like a half crushed 
snake. A slash with a knife- one of his ears 
falls to the ground,.. Oh' How black he is! 

How awful! And the ladies tear at his face., 

'Light up.' shouts someone - 'just enough to 
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cook him slowly,' adds another. 

The Black is roasted, browned, burnt. But 
he deserves to die twice instead of once. He 
is therefore hanged, or more exactly, what is 
left of his corpse is hanged. And all those 
who were not able to help with the cooking applaud 
now. 

Hurrah! 

When everybody has had enough, the corpse is 
brought down. The rope is cut into small pieces 
which will be sold for three or five dollars 
each. Souvenirs and lucky charms quarrelled 
over by ladies, 

'Popular justice, * as they say over there, has 
been done* Calmed down, the crowd congratulate 
the 1 organizers , ! then stream away slowly and 
cheerfully* as if after a feast, making appointments 
with one another for the next time* 

While on the ground, stinking of fat and 
smoke, a black head, mutilated, roasted, deformed, 
grins horribly and seems to ask the setting sun, 

"Is this civilization?" 

From 1889 to 1919, 2600 Blacks were lynched, 
including 51 women and girls and 10 former Great 
War soldiers o 

Among 78 Blacks lynched in 1919, 11 were 
burnt alive, three burnt after having been killed, 

31 shot, three tortured to death, one cut into 
pieces, one drowned, and 11 put to death by 
various means* 

Georgia heads the list with 22 victims. 

Mississippi follows with 12. -Both have also three 
lynched soldiers to their credit. Of 11 burnt 
alive, the first state has four and the second 
two. Out of 34 cases of systematic, premeditated 
and organized lynching, it is still Georgia 
that holds first place with five. Mississippi 
comes second with three. 

In 1920, there were 50 lynchings, and in 1923, 

28, 

These crimes were all motivated by economic 
jealousy. Either the Negroes in the place were 
more prosperous than the Whites, or the black 
workers would not let themselves be exploited 
thoroughly. In all cases, the principal culprits, 
were never troubled, for the simple reason that 
they were always incited, encouraged, spurred on, 
then protected, by the politicians, financiers 
and authorities, and above all by the reactionary 
press. . . 

It is not only the Blacks, but also the Whites who 
dare to defend them, such as Mrs. Harriet Beecher 
Stowe -- author of Uncle Tom's Cabin -- who are 
ill-treated Elijah Lovejoy was killed. John 
Brown hanged Thomas Beach and Stephen Foster 
were persecuted, attacked and imprisoned. Here 
is what Foster wrote from prison, "When I look 
at my damaged limbs, I think that, to hold me, 
prison will not be necessary for much longer... 

These last 15 months, their cells have been opened 
to me four times, 24 times my compatriots have 
dragged me out of their houses, they have damaged 
my kidneys once, another time they tried to put 

me in irons: twice they have_made me pay fines- 
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once 10,000 people tried to lynch me, and dealt 
me 20 blows on my head, arms and neck ” 

In 30 years, 708 Whites, including 11 women, 
have been lynched c Some for having organized 
strikes, others for having espoused the cause of 
the Blacks c 

Among the collection of the crimes of 
American "civilization" lynching has a place of 
honor, 
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TUPAMAROS KIDNAP BRITISH AMBASSADOR 
AND EXECUTE URUGUAYAN POLICEMAN 

LIBERATION News Service 

MONTEVIDEO (LNS) -- The urban guerrilla war 
in Uruguay has heightened since the start of the 
new year: the Tupamaros kidnapped the British 

ambassador to Uruguay, and executed a police 
detective who worked to undermine the revolution- 
ary organization. 

The ambassador, Geoffrey Jackson, is being 
held along with Claude Fly, an American agronomist, 
and Brazilian Consul Aloysio Gomide, who were 
kidnapped five months ago 

The Tupes originally said they would release 
Fly if the government permitted Uruguyan papers 
to publish the Tupamaro manifesto, the regime has 
refused to do that, and the Tupes have withdrawn 
their offer. 

The revolutionaries had also demanded a ran- 
som of $1 million for the release of Gomide; some 
sources suggest that if the money is not quickly 
forthcoming, the Tupes will turn Gomide over to 
a Brazilian revolutionary group, 

* * * 

Jose Leandro Vilalba, the executed detective, 
was the eleventh Uruguyan policeman killed slice 
1966, The Tupamaros charge their country’s 
police force, like Brazil’s, with using torture 
to get information, and with ruthlessly carrying 
out the repressive policies of the government. 


GI BOOKSTORE HARASSED 
EVEN BEFORE IT OPENS 

LIBERATION News Service 

OCEANSIDE. Calif (LNSJ -- A new GI 
bookstore in Oceanside is facing continuing 
legal and extra- legal harassment at the hands of 
city officials, the military, and the local 
business community The store will serve the 
GIs of nearby Cainp Pendleton and is scheduled 
to open on January 15. Threats have already been 
made to "get them out of town by any means 
necessary " 

The staff has experienced continual harassment 
m their effort to obtain a business license 
They have also been threatened with continuing 
legal intimidation by the landlord’s attorney: 

The bookstore will have underground and GI 
newspapers from all over the country as well as 
pamphlets, paperback books, stickers, buttons 
and posters It will be the first such bookstore 
in San Diego County and a place where GIs and 
civilians will be able to meet each other, read, 
and talk 


For further information contact The Green 
Machine, P 0 Box 1356, Vista, Calif. 92083; 
phone (714) 726-5086. 
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REVOLUTIONARY GI CHARGED WITH DESERTION 
LIBERATION News Service 


OCEANSIDE, Calif, (LNS) -- David (Ozzie) 
Osborne, a 20-year-old white marine, is being 
held captive by Marine Corps and Pentagon officials 
in the Camp Pendleton brig He is charged with 
deserting the Mrine Corps in December, 1969, 
for having split to Canada, and having worked 
with the Canadian left and the American Deserters 
Committee , 

Ozzie was busted by the border pigs in early 
November while trying to return to the US He 
is being charged with desertion even though the 
Marine Corps knows that deserters are people 
who intend never to return. 


Shortly after the kidnapping of Jackson, the 
government of Uruguyan president Jore Pacheco asked 
the Congress to suspend all constitutional rights 
The regime is also continuing a sweeping army/ 
police dragnet of the country on a futile search 
for the kidnapped men 

The suspension of rights, if the Congress 
votes for it. would allow searches without 
warrants, arrests without charges on the street, 
night-time raids, and the indefinite imprisonment 
of detained people. 
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OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF PIGS 


ff if we are inhibited from action by Hamlet -like 
indecision over legalistic concepts of inter- 
national law, we shall lose the world " 


Vietnl?fn5 
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--Hanson W Baldwin, military 
editor of the New York Tunes, on Feb 21 1965 

month the U S began the bombing of North 


Ozzie was a 17-year-old enlistee from apoor 
home m Washington At one point Ozzie and 15 
other brothers split from their company in a mass 
slave revolt Mutiny charges were threatened, 
but since this was around the time of the Presidio 
27 the Marine Corps was scared of bad publicity. 


Soon after that Ozzie and several other active- 
duty GIs formed MDM (Movement for a Democratic 
Military) and put out a newspaper called Attitude 
Check As the organization grew, harassment and 
intimidation came down on Ozzie and others He 
left the polluted southern California air to 
take a breather in Canada. While there Ozzie worked 
with the American Deserters Committee and other 
.American and Canadian movement groups After the 
Cambodia invasion, a group of American exiles and 
Canadians invaded the US at Blaine. Washington 
Ozzie spoke at events surrounding the invasion. 


Ozzie will 
even though his 


go before a General 
short absence is an 


Court Martial 
offense which 
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normally brings a Special v /:; x Ma ; 1 a ana less 
severe punishment,, In fa:t, ivhei. a;... renamed, 
he was placed in a regular unit ;.ith n, i&itricticn; 
until orders came from Washington to throw him in 
the brig. He is now segregated from the ocher 
brig prisoners. 

For further information contact: The Green 

Machine, P„0 o Box 1356, Vista, Calif, 92083; 
phone (714) 726-5086, 
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ADDITIONAL KMBB ITEM 

From: Vietnam Peace Parade Committee, 17 Ho 1/th 

St*, 4th floor. New York, N*Y* 

A small group cr people from various collect- 
ives and organizations met <ju J an„ 9 to discuss 
the lack of response to the last bombing raid 
on North Vietnam, and what we can do in the 
future to prevent this from happening again,, 

Some of the groups at the meeting were: 

N 0 YoUo Liberation Front, Liberation Magazine, 

RAT, GLF/Gay Flames, People’s Peace Treaty, News- 
reel, NoYo Committee of Women to Defend the Right 
to Live, Vietnam Peace Parade Committee* 

In spite of high consciousness about the 
war, repression, etc., the dispersion of the 
movement into small collectives with no centralized 
communication, combined with what appears to be the 
effectiveness of the Nixon strategy to diffuse 
the anti-war movement, has prevent us from taking 
effective action* 

We would like to meet with a much broader re- 
presentation of movement groups around the city 
on Jan* 29 tc draw up a standing proposal for 
response to such escalations (here $ abroad) and 
an effective communications network. 

We ask that people discuss this with their 
groups ahead of time so that we could come to- 
gether to brainstorm and agree upon a time and 
place where we would converge for spontaneous 
action and protest* 

We’ll be meeting again on Tan u 29 at 7:30 
at the Vietnam Pea Parade Czmm itt<?e jffioe. 

Please come! For more information call: 

Parade Committee -- (212) 253-1075; or People’s 
Peace Treaty (212) 924-2469 
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I WAS { PORiTlri* F*R Ydf CIA 
UfcERATTuN N-sWs Service 

SAN DIEGO, Calif, (’To) -- * : Pi rpois = s sent 
secretly to Vietnam to aid in intelligence work 
can retrieve missiles, gui re lest divers back 
home and distinguish betwcr i net<*L:, ,{ according 
to an article in the San Liege Union, the local 
newspaper. 

The Naval Undersea a: d L'eve lcp« tut 

Center supervises the porpoise troirnk; • rr.rn 
San Diego and fr^rn F » / c.r. Mugu, * U u y. -.aval 
air missile test r.an’ lu ri piog ji colled 
”Man-in-the~5eo" a porpv*. st namv J Toffy carried 
mail, tools and 'tr.er equipment t :■ aquanauts on 
signal. Tutfy also re * i* 1 : > i 1 ^ cradle 

^age 9 liber *7iTofTl^~T TcT\vTe '0 


werth $4, ‘'GO, It was the first time the Navy had 

ever reordered one. 

3 According to the Union, "Porpoises are being 

trained to detect enemy frogmen and to attach 
magnetized wires to torpedoes and missiles 
lying on the ocean floor* Some day the porpoise 
may also be trained to penetrate enemy harbors 
on sabotage missions and act as scouts for sub- 
marines * ’ 
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ENZYME DETERGENTS ARE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH, 
BUI THE CLEANSER INDUSTRY SOFT-SOAPS IT 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON (LNS) Enzyme detergents pro- 
duce respiratory diseases in detergent industry 
workers, reported a special study group of the 
American Academy of Allergy, and the will pro- 
duce the same illness in housewives who use the 
stuff. 

The Soap and Detergent Association, on the 
other hand, says it is ’’perfectly willing to have 
all these things explored,” but they insist 
anyway that there is no evidence of a health danger 
to consumers of their products. 
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GROOVY T-SHIRTS AVAILABLE 

PHILADELPHIA (LNS)-- The Philadelphia 
Resistance has T-shirts for sale, including a Keep 
on Truckin’ shirt and the great ’’When yer smashin 1 
the state, kidSo**don’t fergit t’ keep a smile 
on yer lips an ? a song in yer heart!” They are 
$2.50 each or 3 for $6* Write for more information 
to P.d. Box 3510, Philadelphia, Pa. 19130* 

All profits go to the Philadelphia Resistance* 
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They bind our minds instead of 
our feet 

Said Helen and I leaped upon the 
phrase 

They were the words I had been 
looking for 

The explanation for the ache 
around my eyes 

And brows as if the top half of 
my heed 

Had many years age been 
wrapped in bands 

And tightly fastened till my skull 

e no as e d 

Began to atrophy until the image 

o i my s v If 

Was fixed upon the crippled 
t ruth 

And limping through the mo- 
ments of the days 
i knew that I could never learn 
tc run. 

Lynn O’ c inner 
originally printed m 
Tooth and Nail 
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"The drily rent hope is the creation of an alternative 

"THE PRESS AND THE COLD WAR:” 

HIS MASTER'S VOICE 


a LIBERATION News Service 

Book Review by Bill Rose 

(from the Liberated Guardian) 

The Press and the Cold War * by James Aron- 
son ^ The Bobbs -Merrill Co . Inc . 3 New York* 19? 0* 

308 pp .* $ 8.00 (!?!) 

Veteran newsman and former National Guardian 
editor Jim Aronson has written a book which is a 
penetrating analysis of the capitalist press in 
this country. It pays special attention to the 
role of the press as an instrument of U,S. cold 
war policy. And the book ends with a discussion 
of the "Alternative Press," its relationship to 
the movement, and the political factors involved 
in its success or failure. 

Aronson begins by showing the economic foun- 
dation of the press, its gradual concentration by 
a process of mergers which formed the present 
chains and conglomerates, and its dependency on 
advertising. Aronson points out that in 1900 
there were 2,200 daily papers in the U.S.; by 
1969 there were only 1,753. The ratio of editorial 
matter to advertising was 60% to 40% before World 
War II; now the reverse is true, and then some. 

In other words, Aronson establishes at the 
very beginning of his study that the press is an 
integral part of the capitalist system, and it 
would l>e naive to expect editors and publishers 
to represent any interest other than the system’s. 

As Aronson says, "The American press does 
not reflect the American mind --it reflects the 
views of established power which in turn seeks to 
mold the American mind to its prejudices. The 
American’ press seeks to shape public opinion, or 
even to replace public opinion by fostering and 
presenting a unanimity of view which it then 
offers as public opinion." 

The book traces this process from the begin- 
nings of the Cold War, which actually dates from 
capitalism's terrified reaction to the Bolshevik 
Revolution in Russia in 1917, This led to the round 
up of thousands of suspected subversives in this 
country during the raids conducted by Attorney 
General A. Mitchell Palmer in 1920. At that time 
(in Boston in 1920) some 400 political prisoners 
were marched through the streets in chains . 

"If some or any of us* impatient for the 
swift confusion of the Reds* have ever questioned 
the alacrity * resolute will and fruitful* intelli- 
gent vigor of the Department of Justice in hunt- 
ing down these enemies of the United States * the 
questioners have now cause to approve and applaud 
... This raid is only the beginning e . (The Depart- 
ment's) further activities should be far-reaching 
and beneficial . " 

— New York Tvmes editorial* 1/3/20 

The author follows the press role in the 
anticommunist crusade from these auspicious be- 
ginnings to the present day, with special empha- 
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? news system,, ," _ — _ — r - 

sis on the post -World-Wax II phase with the trial or 

Alger Hiss, the judicial murder of the Rosenbergs, 

Me Carthyism, the Korean, War, the Bay of Pigs and 
the Cuban Missile Crisis*, and, finally, Vietnam, 

Aronson clearly' demonstrates how most of the 
newsmen who covered the activities of Joe Me Carthy 
were perfectly awareof the fact that he was one of 
the outstanding' liars of his time, and despite 
this they made him the national figure he was by 
giving him front-page headlines whenever he opened 
his mouth. 

The press only reacted to Me Carthy when he 
turned his guns on the newspapers themselves, and 
even then they defended themselves by invoking 
their anticommunist purity and never by challenging 
the assumptions of anticommunism itself. A partic- 
ularly grim example was set by JamesWechsler, editor 
of the New York Post, who supplied Me Carthy with 
a list of sixty persons who he knew to be Commun- 
ists during the time he was a member of the Young 
Communist League [1934-37). Among the people he named- 
were a number of his fellow workers at the Post. 

At no time has the press acted in ignorance 
of its role as propaganda arm of the U.S, government. 
All evidence indicates that the Korean War was ini- 
tiated by South Korea with full knowledge of the U,S, 
authorities, and yet to this day most Americans 
believe that the North invaded the South. In one of 
those rare moments of candor on the part of many 
U.S. newsmen, Robert C. Miller of the United Press 
said in a speech before the Nevada Editors Confer- 
ence in 1952: 

"There are certain facts and stories from 
Korea that editors and publishers have printed that 
were pure fabrication . You didn't know that when 
you printed them , Many of us who sent the stories 
knew they were false * but we had to write them be- 
cause they were official releases from responsible 
military headquarters* and were released for publi- 
cation even though the people responsible knew they 
were untrue , " 

The Cuban Revolution and President Kennedy's 
open call for self-censorship and lying in the press 
"in the national interest" was followed by the 
Vietnam War, in which a new phenomenon appeared: 
some correspondents dared to dissent from the offi- 
cial version of events, especially during the Saigon 
"press war"of 1962-63. 

However, their dissent never went so far as 
to question the validity of U.S, intervention in 
Vietnam : because that would mean questioning the 
basic postulates of the entire Cold War. 

And finally, even though the press reacted 
with indignation at Vice President Agnew's blast 
at the "liberal" media, it ultimately brought its 
editorial policies even closer in line with Admin- 
istration policy, Agnew was well -aware that his 
adversaries were paper tigers. 

This being the case, Aronson places little 
faith in the ability of the press to reform itself. 
Ihe only real hope, he feels, is the creation of 
an alternative news system-' 

"but -above all * it seems to me* a public de- 
iermima to achieve the dissemination of honest and 


(*309 i January 13, 1971 


uninhibited information , comment and In i^rp fet- 
ation of the news must i ,ake radical al terna t i ve 
action... The purpose cf su oh an alterr.aivvc yr*s s 
would be, first 3 to expose and discredit th- misin- 
formation and false intesprevazicn of the news, 
and to fill in omissions vn the general press; 
second, to offer a credible substitute for the 
press as it exists today, prepared in a fashion 
that would win the confidence ^f on ever-: widening 
audience . " 

Aronson sees the underground press and groups 
such as Liberation News Service as the seeds for 
such an alternative press, but the difficult/ m 
creating a politically effective, national altern- 
ative press lies m the lack of organization and 
cohesion of the radical movement itself, 

n Until the ’radical movement can resolve its 
differences and relax its tension points, its 
publications will reflect these divisive factors 
to the point where they will be largely ineffective 
within the radical movement and therefore almost 
totally ineffective among the general public. n 

Outreach is the problem, the real problem, the 
main problem. And it is a political problem which 
must be solved by political means, not by purely 
technical devices like circulation schemes, in- 
creased advertising or promotional gimmicks. 
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NATURAL CHILDBIRTH: 

"YOU WANT TO SHARE IT WITH SOMEONE YOU LOVE-- 
NOT STRANGERS" 

by Barbara Carson and Sanjuro 
LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor 's note: The following interview 
with Martha was conducted by Detroit f s radical 
paper, the Fifth Estate >) 

WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO HAVE A NATURAL CHILDBIRTH 
AND HAVE YOUR HUSBAND PRESENT? 

Well, I had two reasons. The first was racial. 

I tend to distrust any institution when it 
comes to the care and treatment of Black people- 
especially when you'ie helpless and at their 
disposal. I thought that having my husband 
there would be a safe-guard against anything 
happening to me that I didn’t want to happen. 

I felt the same way about being awake 
when the baby was born. 1 would be able to 
see what they were doing. Like il they dropped the 
baby I'd see it. Both our families hare a 
history of really bad experiences with hospitals 
So it was just that desire to protect myself 
and the baby physically. 

The second reason was, well, 11 was our 
baby. I don't know any othe r way to desuJibe 
it. It was miraculous- the/ e > ou aie one minute 
one person, and a couple ol minutes latci the r e 
are two people. A whole individual It just 
comes with all the equipment. It's kind ot 
ridiculous to share the most emotional parts 
of your life with total strangers. 


HOW DO lOU LEARN HOW TO HAVE NATURAL CHILDBIRTH? 

I took classes. If nothing else, the classes 
prepare you and your husband. They give you 
the exact knowledge of what's g ing to happen. 
There’s none of the "on that glorious day... and 
then the baby will be born" stuff that you get 
in books like "On Becoming a Mother." 

You know, most doctors don't take time to 
explain very normal things to you. And most 
women know nothing about their bodies. They 
were never taught. I think that's why most 
women want to have an anesthetic , They think, 

"My Gcd, how is that big head going to get through 
that little hole?" The classes make the hospital 
less scary because they explain what everyone 
around will be doing. 

YOU HAD YOUR BABY AT HUTZEL HOSPITAL WHICH HAS 
A SORT OP PROGRESSIVE REPUTATION- DID IT LIVE 
UP TO THAT REPUTATION? 

Well, its progressive reputation is built on the 
idea of including the whole family-the father- 
in the delivery't But m fact their actual pro- 
cedure works against that. For example, when 
you arrive the man has to go fill out the papers 
because a woman can't sign herself in or out of 
the hospital. That's the reason why a lot of 
women have to go to the expense of getting a legal 
separation. If they don't have one they have to 
get their husband's signature. So the first pro- 
cedure is to separate you from the beginning. 

JThen the second procedure was that I was 
supposed to go upstairs to get undressed and 
shaved. Of course, your husband can't be present 
because it makes the nurses uncomfortable 
'They're not thinking about what would make you 
most comfortable. 

Then there was the enema. 1 kept getting off 
the toilet saying, "Where's my husband?" The 
nurse kept saying, "But dear, you don't want him 
in here while you're having an enema!" 1 kept 
saying, "But, I do-'" She didn't understand until 
i said, "Look, I'm going to walk down that hall 
and get him. He wasn't outside the door when I 
got pregnant?" She understood that. It's like 
they want you to be detached, separate and 
dependent on them, 

DO YOU THINK NATURAL CHILDBIRTH IS MORE TROUBLE 
TOR THE STAFF? 

1 icaily don't think it is. In a way, I think 
they jOiciu the fact that you aren't as reliant 
on then dS you ordinarily would be. If you know 
what's going on you know as much as the nurses and 
into) ns do It puts them m a position that they 
don’t like to be in. They like to be the experts, 
it's iunny , actually, 'cause they don't do much for 
you anywa) , except maybe, if you're liuky, bring 
you a giass cf water- It is just less convenient 
foi them that's a key idea. 

WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY CONVENIENCE? 

J'li give you some examples. When you're getting 
ready ror delivery you're forced to lie flat on 
voni back e^enthough that is the most uncomfort- 
able portion -imagine lying there with your feet 
up But it x s ve » y convenient for the intern, who 
mi dirges into the room, looks up your ass, and 
w.ia-:. lit doesn't have to ask you anything 
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At least if you were in another position he would 
have to speak to you, I mean, the in~ern who 
examined me turned around and walked cut . And 
when I asked him something about my condition 
he ignored me -until I asked him how many centi- 
meters dialated I was. Then he answered i* -still 
completely shocked,’ 

They expect you to move at their con- 
venience, especially in the middle of a contrac- 
tion. They'll say do so and so. And you really 
have to just say LOOK!.,. But if you're doing 
these exercises and have to stop and say look, 
then you lose control of that contraction. Luckily 
my husband could say, "She’s in the middle of her 
exercises. Leave her alone." 

Nobody helps you when you really need 
it. Like when you’re in the labor room and you 
go into the delivery room, you’d think someone 
would help you from one table to another: No! 

They tell you to get up and get onto the other 
table. I mean, you just don’t feel like it. They 
could keep you on the same bed through the whole 
process . 

HOW MUCH OF THE HOSPITALS’ BUSINESS IS MADE 
FROM MATERNITY CASES? 

Maternity is a money-maker! First of all 
you have people who need very little care. So in 
terms of the staff, you need very few people. No- 
body's sick -- and you pay a fortune. Six hundred 
dollars. They do these tests and things that they 
don't have to do. 

I remember because we paid, right? They were 
shocked that we wanted an itemized bill. Like, in 
the delivery room they have a package of anesthe- 
tics. Like, I got a 20 cent anesthetic. Because 
they opened the package we paid $30, They did $70 
worth of blood tests after I'd had the baby. The 
same blood tests that I had done for $10 in a lab. 
So, they make good money, 

WHAT WAS IT LIKE HAVING YOUR HUSBAND THERE? 

Well, I think I suffered a lot less with him 
there, you know, coaching me, giving me moral 
support. You know it's sort of painful, but it's 
also a happy time and you just naturally want to 
share it with someone you love, not strangers. 1 
think Silas had more emotion immediately after 
the birth than I did. It doesn't take long to 
recover. After about 15 minutes I was really ready 
to see Silas Jr,, but by that time he was in the 
nursery and Silas had been sent home. Again, it 
was the hospital's convenience, not mine, that 
was deciding things. 

WHAT WAS THE DELIVERY LIKE? 

Well, there was this patronizing white nuise 
who kept calling me by my first name. It really 
pissed me off. I wanted to get up and say get her 
out of here. But I couldn't, you know, i was 
busy.’ You have to be really disciplined with 
your exercises or you lose control of your con- 
tractions. I don't know whether she’d do that if 
I were white. I figure it’s common procedure for 
black women. 

Later it was explained to me that there a*.e 
so many of "them" so many or them are unwed that 
we don't want to make a mistake and .-ail them Mrs. 

I would have thought that maybe the doctor and 
nurse in the delivery should have mad it a point 
t o kno w that information beforehand. But then vt . _ 
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know r guess that might take too much time! But I 
m. iint Lined control and had the baby in a very easy 
labor. Mias being there really helped, 

BESIDES FEELING PHYSICALLY EXHAUSTED, HOW DID 
YOU FEE: RIGHT AFTER THE DELIVERY? 

Well, If you've had a natural childbirth, the 
■ast place you want to be is in the recovery room 
with a lot of sick, moaning, weeping women who are 
sick from the anesthetic or strapped down because 
they've had a spinal- 1 was really excited! But the 
nurse kept saying, "Dear, you’re too excited. You 
need a tranquilizer." I said, "I just had my first 
baby. Aren't I entitled to a little excitement?" 

It seems like they try to make it as unhappy an 
experience as possible -- and so lonely, 

DO YOU THINK MOST WOMEN PREFER TO HAVE THEIR 
HUbBANDS PRESENT AT DELIVERY AND LABOR? 

1 don't know what they would really like. But 
the objection that alot of women have to it -- 
well, it’s associated with things about women in 
this society,. Childbirth is pictured as an ugly 
thing , You're undressed, you don't have make-up on, 
you might sweat. And I think somehow it’s related 
to the whole thing about menstruation. You're going 
to bleed- God forbid that men should see that! 

Men are sheltered from what pain there is, from 
the reality. But they really are the losers because 
they're also just kept apart from the real beauty 
and emotional depth of that experience. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE STATEMENT THAT 
WOMEN ARE CONSIDERED ASEXUAL DURING PREGNANCY? 

Well, it's part of the whole cosmetic thing. 

The beautiful, attractive woman has to be slim, 
made-up , Also, you're generally considered not 
attractive sexually. It seems like this would only 
be the case in a society where so much value was 
placed on your cosmetic appearance. Just like at 
all the male, descriptive terms for pregnancy: 
fat, heavy, burdened. None of them are positive. 

HOW DO YOU THINK THE WHOLE PROCESS COULD BE 
HUMANIZED? 

You know, it's so closely tied to the whole 
thing about alienation and capitalism and expertise. 
People have to stop letting the expert do it. Ex- 
pertise separates people from being able to make 
decisions about our lives. It's really so simple 
that anyone can understand it. 

First, people should be educated to that fact. 
Secondly, it should be family centered -- in the 
home or a homelike place. Not in the cold atmos- 
phere of a hospital. You know, when an animal is 
gojng to give birth, they go and find an old famil- 
iar spot, someplace comfortable, quiet, and semi- 
da) k We leave our warm surroundings in the home 
and go to a place where the lights are bright and 
there are lots of strangers around- No animal 
would tolerate it. We do it because we are so 
afraid that we couldn’t do it ourselves. That's 
just no' the case. 
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the uIkm e sivi> see *302 and *300 for example] 
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IV- p:ondi; announces the natural birth of four 
iie* kitten- u B C. [Black Cat];: Tigris md Eu- 
i 'h i at l s . tigCiSj, Bushy Trot fall Oiac'-. j and one 
still .•.aa*. "d. Help as think dl a goc d name for a 
Dl.uk i . -ten with a sprinkle ji grey hair. 
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WATCHING THE WATCHERS: 

AGENT-NEWSMEN EXPOSED' 

By Ron Dorfman 
LIBERATION News Service 
(from the Chicago Journalism Review; 

CHICAGO (LNS) — Two reporters showed up at 
a recent peace demonstration in De Kalb, Illinois, 
home of Northern Illinois University, claiming 
they worked for WJJO-TV , "the cable TV station 
in Lawrenceville." 

Local reporters were a little curious about 
the pair, since Lawrenceville is 250 miles south 
of De Kalb, and the peace demonstration hardly 
seemed worth the long-distance effort by a tiny 
TV station. When the checked, t-h^y learned that 
there is no station whose call letters are WJJO- 
TV — except in the files of the IBI , the Illin- 
ois Bureau of Investigation. 

The incident was only the latest example of 
a current trend. 

In Wichita, during a visit by vice Pre&iacm 
Agnew in October, press credentials were issued 
to at least one and probably four local cops who 
took pictures of persons engaged in a spoof of 
the V.P. ! s speechmaking outside an auditorium - 
One of the policemen was exposed by local report- 
ers . 

* A Detroit policeman posed as a photograph- 
er for the Grand Rapids Press to observe the act= 
ion at the General Motors* stockholders* meeting. 

He was exposed by a reporter for the paper. 

* In Washington recently a reporter received 
a tip that U.S, Army Intelligence had purchased 
equipment for its agents to use while posing as 
a television crew. The Pentagon issued a denial. 

* Policemen and FBI agents posing as newsmen 
became so numerous in Washington a few months ago 
that more than two dozen Washington Star reporters 
issued a statement saying they would expose, on 
the spot, any agent they found using such cover. 

The press corps itself is not immune from being 
spied on. Former correspondents report that a year 
ago, the CIA suggested to the pri vately-owned ser- 
vicemen's newspaper, Overseas Weekly, that its prob- 
lems in getting PX distribution could be overcome 
if the paper would take two agents ("highly qualified 
men") on its Saigon staff. The paper refused. 

Shortly after, the reporters exposed two Saigon 
correspondents for the "American University Press," 
as intelligence agents; the two had never been on 
the payroll of American University, and th^r press 
credentials were revoked- 

But not all journalists are complaining. Some 
news organizations have decided that part of their 
calling is to supply material to police agencies. 

The Sacramento (Cal.) local of the American News- 
paper Guild has protested the practice of the loca_L 
newspapers of sending, unsolicited and routinely, 
staff photographers' pictuies of demonstrations 
and other activities to the :•£*!. Russell Figott , 
news directior of radio station WLBK in Le Kale , 
covers the news with a camera — so he can pr vide 


lav; enforcement agencies with the pictures 
that can't be shewn on the radio. 

What is the rationale for such surveillance 
activities? On a very practical level, as Mitch- 
ell Ware (director of the Illinois Bureau of 
Investigation, IBI ) puts it, it can provide hard 
evidence for prosecution. "The Supreme Court 
has said that you can use pictures to identify 
suspects; it's a corroborative technique like 
marked money or fluorescent powder. In situations 
like mass demonstrations on campus, it's useful 
to have pictures of any criminal behavior that 
takes place because you may not be able otherwise 
to identify the one kid with long hair and a beard 
and blue jeans out of hundreds of kids who look 
like that." 

Ware was quick to assure that he had nothing 
against long hair and beards, and to point out 
that half his agents wore long hair and beards. 

A.C. Germann , professor of criminology at 
California State College-Long Beach, who has 
been a consultant to many police agencies, reports 
th&t general political surveillance is common 
among law enforcement agencies , and explains the 
rationale as follows: " Name an occupation — 
newsman. Good Humor man, meter reader — that has 
access to large geogralhic areas or that is innoc- 
uous, like janitor or street cleaner, that would 
allow a person to go around a building or a street, 
or to a party, and you will find that undercover 
agents have used that cover. Newsmen in particular 
have that kind of entree to move around all over 
the place; you could get all kinds of information 
from ail kinds of people." 
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UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN QUIT 

U.N. ANTI-COLONIALISM COMMITTEE 

UNITED NATIONS (LNS) -- After ten years of 
being forced by Third World countries to accept 
anti-colonialist resolutions, the United States 
and Great Britain have finally resigned from 
the U.N. Colonialism Committee. 

The Committee's primary task is to end colon- 
ial rule of the many territories, large and small, 
that are still owned by foreign powers - Against 
American and British opposition, the committee 
has insisted on immediate independence for all 
colonies; and last year officially sanctioned 
the use of violence -- armed struggle — to 
attain 1 i berati on . 

These consistently radical positions have 
long irritated the two imperial powers. Most 
recently, the Committee censured Portugal for 
its invasion of Guinea on the west coast Of 
Africa; Guinea materially assists the liberation 
forces in neighboring, Portuguese-ruled Guinea- 
Bissau, Britain and the U.S. defended their 
NAT 0 - a 1 ly , Portugal , 

Sources say the U.S. pulled out after a lot 
of "soul-searching," and that Britain's decision 
was based on England's traditional revulsion 
against "violence," which the Committee advo- 
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"No Man is M> Mast e r 1 ’ co n t u rged -- pa ges 5 L 4. 
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M No Man is My Master" continued and ended -- pages 556. 
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Top: Guerrillas in Vietnam,, Credit LNS. 


South Vietnam in Struggle is the official newspaper of the NLF, published in Hanoi and enjoying 
its fourth year of publication. In case you ever doubted that the Vietnamese thought our movement 
was important, check out the picture on the front cover -- an LNS photo from November '69. 

Credit LNS. 
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TO POSTERITY 

1 . 

Indeed I lire in the dark ages! 

A guileless word it an absurdity. A smooth iorehead betokens 
A bard heart. He who laughs 
Has not yet heard 
The terrible tidings. 

Ah, what an age it is 

When to speak of trees is almost a crime 

For it is a kind of silence about injustice ! 

And he wbo walks calmly across the street. 

Is he not out of reach of his friends 
In trouble? 

It is true: I earn my liring 

But, believe me, it is only an accident. 

Nothing that I do entitles me to eat my fill. 

By chance I was spared. (If my luck leaves me 
I am lost) 

They tell me: eat and drink. Be glad you have it! 

But how can I eat and drink 

When my food is snatched from the hungry 

And my glass of water belongs to the thirsty? 

And yet I eat and drink. 

I would gladly be wise. 

The old books tell us what wisdom is: 

Avoid the strife of the world, live out your little timi 
Fearing no one. 

Using no violence, 

Returning good for evil — 

Not fulfillment of desire but forgetfulness 
Passes for wisdom. 

I can do none of this: 

Indeed I live in the dark ages! 


2 . 

1 came to the cities in a time of disorder 
When hunger ruled. 

I came among men in a time of uprising 
And I revolted with them. 

So the time passed away 
Which on earth was given me. 


'Am*. 



I ate my food between massacres. 

The shadow of murder lay upon my sleep. 

And when I loved, I loved with indifference. 

I looked upon nature with impatience. 

So the time passed away 
Which on earth was given me. 

In my time streets led to the quicksand. 

Speech betrayed me to the slaughterer. 

There was little I could do. But without me 

The rulers would have been more secure. This was my hope. 

So the time passed away 

Which on earth was given me. 

Men's strength was little. The goal 
Lay far in the distance, 

Easy to see if for me 
Scarcely attainable. 

So the time passed away 
Which on earth was given me. 


3 . 

You, who shall emerge from the flood 
In which we are sinking. 

Think — 

When you speak of our weaknesses. 

Also of the dark time 
That brought them forth. 

For we went, changing our country more often than our shoes. 

In the class war, despairing 

When there was only injustice and no resistance. 

For we knew only too well: 

Even the hatred of squalor 
Makes the brow grow stem. 

Even anger against injustice 
Makes the voice grow harsh. Alas, we 
Who wished to lay the foundations of kindness 
Could not ourselves be kind. 


But you, when at last it comes to pass 
That man can help his fellow man, 

Do not judge us 
Too harshly. 


a J 



Credit for graphic goes to Brick/ INS 
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